& OPer,
Z,
o

o
Q

os‘sv o\

0,

Rayleigh Operatic & Dramatic Society

Registered Charity No 1039367
Member of the National Operatic & Dramatic Association
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Information for New / Potential Members

RODS was formed in 1949 and staged its first production in 1950, following COVID, the
Society has returned to performing two main shows per year, a Pantomime in Late
November / early December, and another production, ranging from a play, musical or
family orientated production in May.

Rehearsal Commitment.

If you're interested in treading the boards as an Actor / Singer / Dancer we generally
rehearse on a Monday at the MegaCentre, Brook Road Rayleigh SS6 7UT from 8:00-
10:00pm. Nearer the production, we may rehearse additionally on a Tuesday night
(possibly at an alternative venue but the same times), but this is generally for Principals or
small groups, not the full company. The two Sundays before we get into the theatre there
are rehearsals from 2:00 — 6:00pm again the venue for these will be announced once
rehearsals are underway. There would be a Rehearsal Schedule available before we even
start reading a play, so you can gauge your potential commitment in advance.

Show Week

During the week of the show, we generally have a rehearsal on Sunday afternoon (from
approx. 1:00pm until 5:00pm), at the venue. Monday and Tuesday are generally Technical
Rehearsal nights for the crew, Wednesday is Dress Rehearsal, (with if applicable the full
band present). On these days your attendance would generally be from 6:30pm until —
11:00pm.

We perform on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights (generally, with Panto and Family
orientated shows we do a matinee generally around 1:00pm) on the evenings Thursday
and Friday is normally 7:30pm. Finally, we “get out” on Sunday morning.

Ideally, we would like 100% attendance at all the rehearsals an individual is called for, but
understand that existing commitments, health, or work / school may affect this. For Show
Week, it is expected all participants will be there for all Rehearsals and / or Performances.

You would only be expected to audition if you’re interested in having a principal role in a
production, there is no formal audition to join the group or be in the chorus. We do need
to make it clear that we do not offer training or examinations of any type, all learning is by
experience and from guidance received from the production team and other members of
the group.

Keep up to date @ www.rods.org.uk



Behind the Scenes

If you’re interested in working in a backstage role, such as Stage Crew, Props, Scenery
Painting, Lighting or Sound, there would still be a requirement to attend rehearsals
especially the Sunday ones, and the show week commitment is the same, but you could
be spared most of the normal rehearsals.

What it costs

Financially the group is self-supporting, it does not receive grants or support from other
bodies to keep it going so over the year it must cover its own costs. We have an Annual
Membership Fee which is applicable to everyone involved in the group. If you're
interested in taking a principal role or being a member of the chorus, you would be
expected to join the group as a Full Member. If you work backstage, you can be an
Associate member, this membership does however not give you the right to vote at
general meetings, but as with Full membership covers you under the society’s insurance. If
you join for our May productions the Annual subscription for Full Members would be
reduced accordingly, unfortunately this does not apply for Associates.

In addition to the Membership Fee’s, there is a Production Fee for those performing on
stage and a Rehearsal Fee that applies to anyone attending a rehearsal, either to rehearse
or as a “social” visit.

On the legal side, all members (and for those under 18 years of age their parent /
guardian) must sign to say they will abide by the Society’s rules. At your first rehearsal you
attend you will be asked to complete a form giving contact, emergency contacts and any
health conditions that we should be aware of (such as allergies, epilepsy, medication etc).
The latter will be held in confidence and only disclosed should it be required for a
production (such as epilepsy which can be affected by flashing lights, or allergies to food
stuffs, nuts or things such as latex, which may be used in the production or present
backstage).

We have in place Children & Vulnerable Adult Protection Policies and where applicable
have a Chaperone present both at rehearsals and during Production Week. The group also
has a GDPR Policy in place to protect information that you share with us. You will receive
more information about these once you join the group.
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Current Fee’s (As of AGM 22/09/2025 )

Membership Type Annual . Show Feet Rehearsal Fee
Membership (Per Production) (Per Rehearsal)
Adult £45 £20.00 £4.00
Seniors £35 £20.00 £4.00
Full Time Education £10.00 £10.00 £4.00
Associate £ 5.00 £4.00

The Current Fees are outlined above, however if you have financial difficulties speak to

our Secretary / Treasurer, we would rather we came to an arrangement about fees than
lose an existing / potential member.

Contact us with any questions or for further information via:-
e-mail — info@rods.org.uk

Facebook — Search RAYLEIGHODS
Web Page — rods.org.uk

Mike Gaskin
Secretary
R.0.D.S.
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